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Have been nominated and granted as Royal Papal Knights by the Vatican to both Catho-
lic and non-Catholics include the Order of St. Sylvester, which is granted as a personal 
gift of the Pope, His Holiness Pope BENEDICT XVI, through the Secretariat of State, 
His Eminence Tarcisio Cardinal Bertone.  His Holiness is the supreme authority of al 
Papal Orders. 
 

The gift of a Papal knighthood is not an end, but rather an obligation to continued ser-
vice through the vocation of knight.  Membership in these orders is for life.  The knights 
have the responsibility of protecting the physical person of the Holy Father when neces-
sary, and may be called upon to serve as an honor guard of His Holiness or other bishops 
around the world. 
 

Royal Papal knights serve as a visible reminder of the Church Temporal and have the 
duty to help preserve the temporal framework in which the Church spiritual can 
thrive.  They are to serve as role models to their communities and parishes, and in this 
capacity encourage continued loyalty to the local ordinary and  to the Holy Father. 
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